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GENERAL VIEW, &c. 
S I R, Hague, March 4-15, 1747. 
.7 OU ſuppoſe, without Doubt, this Place to be the Thea- 
tre of News and Politics, as well now, as during the late 
general War, or you had not laid your Injunctions on me 
ſo peremptorily as you do in your laſt, to give 178 my Thoughts 
on the preſent State of public Affairs. But the Scene is quite 
alter d here ſince thoſe happy Days, when the Succeſſes of the 
high Allies had cemented the ſtricteſt Union among them, tho 
oi different Re 32 ns and Intereſts:; and that ſame Union con- 
eir 


tributed ſolely Sache It was then Openneſz in every 
\ Viſage' one — with, and Frankneſs in every — one 


obviouſly ſo in this RED where Diffidence ſeems to have 
onſent, i in the room of —— 


of G8 neſs _ 155 all 1 urope with Awe and Amazement. 
In th IEP it may 
to all E. urope, at preſent 7 l ker 
ers on the Continent. What can have cauſed the fatal Tranſi- 
tion? I ſhan't· take upon d ſolve a Queſtion attended with 
ſo grett Difficulty, he yg t to ſatisfy your Curioſity, ſhall 
inſert the Thoughts of e greateſt Men of this Coun- 
try on the Subject, with whom I ot contracted an Intimacy. 
This extraordinary Perſon ſeems to , wa taken Atticus for his 
Model. He is eſteemed. L by all that know him,. and courted by 
the different Parties of his Countrymen ; but like that reverend 
Reman, he ſteers a middle Courſe, adheres to no Party, tho 
careſſed by all, chuſing to lead a private Life, when he might 
ſhine in the Ma anagement of public Affairs. I took the Liberty, 
one Day, to wiſh he waulld reconcile himſelf. to a more active 
Life. --— © On a Suppoſition, I preſume, ſaid he, pretty haſtily, 
that J ſhould he of ſomę Service to my Country, in this Timo 
of Diffcult ty and Dapger. , As much as 1 love a retired, diſen- 


gaged 


3 
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Life, continued he, I would quit it with Pleaſure, could 1 
the leaſt room for hoping that my ſetting a Hand to che 
Helm, would contribute to ſteering the Bark of State into the 
Port of Safety ; but Sir, in a Land fo divided as mine, among 
a People with ſuch — — what Hopes _ ald I mis 
of meliorating the on of m Country, mix 
with her Councils? A | 
© It is the Fate of all populax:Govertments, ſuch as ours, 
to be divided into Parties, but generally all Animoſities ſubſides, 
all Parties unitc, on the View of common Danger. This indeed 1 
was our Caſe, till of late; but I know not by what Infatuation il 
our Parties, ſince the War, ſeem to have taken deeper root, and E | 
41 


to have grown to greater Conſiſtency than could be imagined of 
Bodies — on different Principles z as if the — of 
France, at their Threſhold, which ſhould be the Cauſe of their 4 
Union, had been that of their Independency of eachother.” \M 
On my obſerving, that the more acute the Diſeaſe ſeemed to 64 
be, the greater Neceſſity there was for ſome immediate Appli- TE 
cation, which, I-thought, could come from no Hand more ſkil- 1 
ful and ſteady than his own; he replied,” Sir, I thank you for We 
your good Opinion of me, and I will not diſown to you my be- * 
ing vain enough to think I could remedy the grown and grow- 110 
ing Evils of my Country, if I could render my Countrymen leſs = 
corrupt and ſelſ- intereſted: but as I deſpair of the latter, I dare = 
not attempt the former. I might vainly hope, like a great and = 
ur Man in a neighbouring Country, to be able by Precept and 
xample, to prevail, alter and amend; but alas like him I 
muſt expect to be born down by Numbers, and to be carried 
down the contageous, fatal Tide, inſtead of being able to ſtem 
it. Thus Haul Tbs 2 e anſwerable for all the Ils of an Ad- 
miniſtration I was to reform, by ſeeming a Party to their 
Miſconduct. No, Sir, The unfavourable Light in which that 
E--/b Nobleman appears at preſent, by with Men, 
and adopting Meaſures he had ad publicly condemn'd, ſhall be a 
Leſſon for me not to riſque my Integrity, and Character, as he 
has, to gratify any hidden, ſickly Appetite I might have for Power.” 
Such Reaſons, probably, might — give of old, for not 
attempting to free his Country, at a time that it is conjectured, 18 
by many, he might, if he had joined the Party oppoſing the Inva- 
ders of the Freedom of Rome. But without condemning either 
the Roman or Belgick Atticus, I will proceed to give you the Re- 
marks of the latter, on the prefent Diviſions. of his Country- 
men, their Corruption and the Declenſion of their Power and 
political Courage, I chuſe to give you this great Man's Thoughts, 
on public Affairs, in his own 3 ag near as 1 canrecolledt, | 
” 2 | that 
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biatthey-might not lefg a of asses and Clean wi 
which he delivers himſelf on all 
< Conſidering, ſaid he, the Succeſs of the Allies in the laſt 
general War, there was Reafon to hope, that France might be 
detain'd within the Bounds: of Moderation, at leaſt for the pre- 
ſent Century. And tho' the Peace of Utrecht have been 
mare conducive to the End propos d, · if Spain had been detached 
from France, —— it was, it would have anſwered · the 
Views of the concern'd, of this State, if on 
the Acceſſion — the preſent Royal Family of Exglam, the 
Engliſh. or Hanoverian Stateſmen then in the of 
Affairs at London, had not taken it into — 
the Defſects of that Treaty, as the Phraſe then was. - 

It might have been for the new Family and Mew 
Miniſtry to pretend amending a Treaty which they had taken fo 
great pains to ridicule and vilify; — 
even for the Engliſb, if the Miniſters of George I. ee 
ſatiable a Thirſt for Negcciation and Treaty- The 
nan. grand Alliance was ch mg d in the 
of that Reign. The Court of London, all of a ſudden, was 
become ſuſpicious of all the World but France, the only Power 
that could give Cauſe for Suſpicion to the Exgliſb Nation. 

It 2 credited hereaſter, that a Prince of the 
Empire, one of the of the grand Alliance, a Prateſtant, 
and King of England, ſhould grow jealous of the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, and go into the cloſeſt Friendſhip with that of Bow: bon. 
Yet ſuch was the Policy, fuch — of the Cabinet of 
London, aſter the Acceffion. But the World is now no longer 

at à Loſs for the Motive to a Train of Politics which, in the 
Beginning appear'd fo myſterious and repugnant to the Intereſts 
of the Maritime Powers. Hr was to, be aggrandized at the 
Expence off all other Conſiderations; and France, that is the 
late Duke of Orleazs, who ruled France, fell in with that Fa- 
vcurite View, as the certain Means of diſſolving the Union 
that. had been contracted between the Parties to the grand Al- 
liance. The politic Regent ſucceeded; and hence ſprung: all 
thoſe big Ills we feel and complain of. | 

Need I trace more minutely the Miſconduct of the firſt, x 
and indeed ſubſequent Miniſters of the Princes in Europe, who 
had moſt Reaſon to guard againſt the Snares and Wilcs of the 
common Enemy? But Love of his native Soil ſubdued all Re- 
flection in the Royal Breaſt, but what tended to ſooth that 
Love; and thus no Meaſure that did: net tend to enlarge and 
enrich the E----e was cheriſh'd, and purſued. I with I could 
ſay, that the ſame Paſſion, or, as ſone call it, Patriotiſm, had 
been * to that ſirſt Reign only. The 
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an early Obſerver of -this Hua 
10d his Tice Erde France, in Virtue of the Treaty 


of Utrecht, furniſhed him with a ſpecious Pretence for impo 
ſing on the of his new Ally. The Power of EAN 
— — the Regent's Title to the 
Crown, on the-Deceaſe of Lewis XV. then a Child; and that 
of France was to be not anly in Support of the new 
Family in England, but to.render their Houſe equal, if not fu. 
perior to any in the Empire. 

Thus was that Train firſt laid, . bythe ado bree 
which had afterwards taken fire in ſo many different Shapes. 
Firſt, in the Purchaſe of Bremen and Verden, and next in make» 
ing war upon Stuaden, in order to force her to a Ratification of 

that Purchaſe ; [afterwards in a Quarrel with-the Czar, Peter I. 
to obſtruct his Views on Mechlenburgh, which. was delign'd to 
be.annex'd: to Hr. Here again a new Scene open'd, which 
was never aſter clos'd, while George J. r ee 5 
after the Death of the Emperor Charles VI. 

.< This Prince, whether jealous of a new — ia 
tho Empire, or mauel bydGnioce of Equity, hedatenia drones 
ed the: of the Elector upon Mecklenburgh, but procraſti- 
nated the — — Hence ſprung 
that Diftruſt and Coolneſs which ever after ſubſiſted between the 

and Royal Houſes, till the late Diſtreſſes af the Queen 
of Hungery.caled forth the latent Exgliſb Spirit, in Support of 
the Ballance of Power. Let, Sir, how.was this glorious Spirit; 
which if cheriſhed and properly exerted, would have Touzed all 
the Friends of Liberty to its Aid, reſtrained. by new Projects for 
er AY Electorate? but of this moce Here- | 

ter. 12 
Charles VI. foreſeeing cee | 
lance of Power, by the unnatural-Union between the Coum of 
Ween of Hain, 2nd ber Jecoly of the Reyes, an by 
of u 4 
Stroke of Policy never .cnouph to — be admired, detached the 
younger Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon from the elder. But 
what was the Conduct of the Engliſb Court on this critical O- 
caſion? Juſt the Reverſe of what it ſhould have been. Inftead 
of taking advantage of this happy and refin'd Policy of the Court 
of Vienna, that af London moved Heaven and Earth to be re- 
venged of Charles VI. for daring to taks ſo bold a — 
the Concurrence of England, or rather of H... 

In Conſequence of this avowed Reſentment, wan the memo- 
rable Treaty of Hanser, contracted in 1725 ; .a Compact at» 
tended ed withan immenſe Expence, much Perplexty, and infinite 
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Miſchief, as well to this State as to England. The late Ning 
perceived the miſchievous Tendency of it, and withdrew ; but 


(6) Es 


of Pruſſia, who had been originally a Party to that Treaty, ſoon 


our Dutch Stateſmen, tho' they ſaw no leſs —— than his 
1 Majeſty, the impending Ruin, had not the Reſolution, 
or Virtue, to act as became them; they were either intimidated, 
or corrupted, and perhaps both; the firſt by France, which by 
her then Connexion with England, was in a Capacity to pre- 
ſcribe ; and the latter by England, to which France very readily 
the Province of ſecret Diſtribution. ; 
The Breach was now ſo greatly widened between the Courts 
of London, and Vienna, and Madrid, that it never ſince had 
been cloſed between the firſt and the laſt, nor between the firſt 
and the ſecond *till after the Emperor's Death. But that Treaty 


of Hanover was productive of a more fatal Miſchief, which 


was a Breach between the Courts of London and Berkn, which 


*till then had been, as in ſome Policy they ought, in the 
cloſeſt Bands of Friendſhip and Affection: other Incidents have 
lince contributed to cool the Royal Houſe of Pruſſia to a Degree 
to be lamented by all true Friends of Liberty, but it may be 
truly ſaid, that the firſt jealous Miſunderſtanding between thoſe 
Royal Houſes took its rife from the Treaty of Hanover. It 
had fo little Connection with the Intereſt of England, and fo 
obvious a View to the Aggrandizement of the Electorate, and 
adding to the Intereſt of France, that the King of Pruſſia mult 
have had no Idea of the Independency of the Empire and gene- 
ral Balance of Power, unleſs he had ſever'd himſelf from the o- 
ther Parties to that Treaty. _ | 8 8 
Here one would think are Evils enough ſpringing from the 
Errors or Ambition of the Cabinet of London, in the late Reign, 
but have we not ſeen more and greater iſſuing from the ſame 
Source, ſince thoſe Days of Error and Miſtake ? Has that Ca- 
binet chang'd its firſt Syſtem ? Has the E----e been leſs che- 
riſh'd, or its ſeparate Intereſt leſs purfued ? Has not the real In- 
tereſts of the Maritime Powers been as much neglected lately 
as before? and are the Meaſures of that Cabinet, which affects 
to take the Lead on all Occaſions, any otherwiſe altered than 
what ariſes from Neceſlity ; or can Maxims be deemed altered, 
where only the Poſition changes fortuitouſly, but the View 
ſtill continues the ſame, invariably the ſame, in regard to the 
2 d izement of foreign Dominiogs ? - 

As the Cabinet of Spain, ever ſince 1714, has had one 
Point of Intereſt conſtantly in view, ſuch was the Settlement 
of the Iſſue by the King's ſecond Conſort ; ſo, ſince the ſame 


„ . | Cipal 


OFF: 

cipal Intereſt in view, which was the Aggrandizement of a little 
Dominion, which if enlarged, even to the propoſed Extent, 
could ſerve no Purpoſe except the gratifying a Prejudice, which 
tho it may be natural, yet muſt ever be injurious, in the main, 
to thoſe. who indulge it. | 

Ho great and various the Confuſions, how expenſive. and. 
bloody the Conteſts that have aroſe in Conſequence of the Syſ-- 
tem of the Cabinet of Spain / and has the Purſuit of the ſecond 
Syſtem been attended with leſs Expence or Perplexity ? I believe 
England feels very ſenſibly the Effects of this uninterrupted Pur- 
rt: t; but ſure I am, that this Country of mine owes to it her 
ad preſent Diviſions, Corruption, Perplexity and Danger. 
+ WM © You' ſeem ſurprized, Sir, that I ſhould croſs the Sea for. 
ty de Cauſe of the preſent DiftraRions of this Republic;'and indeed 
ch va Foreigner, as you are, ſuch an Excurſion would ſeem as un- 
ch juſt as unneceſſary. But all Dautchmen of Obſervation ſcruple 
he vot to concur, that our preſent Calamities ſpring from a 


ve ¶ adopted and invariably purſued, as has been obſerv'd, by a nag ; 


ee bouring Cabinet. 
de © Before the Middle of the Year 17143 we were one Peo- 
oe Fa HO but one View, and one Intent; but: after that _ 
It of Time, we broke imperceptibly, and by degrees, into Facti- 
ſo ons and Parties, which grew up by Time and the ſecret. In- 
nd fuence of France and England, into that dangerous 1 
aft N which I am ſorry to ſay, is now perceptible to all Europe. - 
16- « ThiiclefOcnintirn detwman the:Gbnrth of Linde had 
o- Verſailles, ever ſince the Year 1714, till the preſent War, ne- 
ceſlarily threw this State into a Dependency on France; at firſt it. 
the may have been Complaiſance only, and I believe no more was In- 
n, ¶ ended; but wherever France is admitted to perſuade, ſhe will. 
me dictate in time. The Dutch became tame and paſſive, in Pro- 
7a. portion to the Increaſe of French Influence at London; and ſo ha- 
he- bituated were they to the Yoke, that they could not caſt;it off, 
In- N wen after the War had diſſolved that Influence. - But who are 
ely Nnſwerable for that Paſſiveneſs which: has lately appeared in the, 
ct; I Conduct of Hollanders? Who have introduced Venality. and 
nan Corruption among us, Firſt to bend us to the Will of the con- 
ed, ¶ nected Crowns, and next to that of a Stadtholder? 8 
er France acted all along a double Part by E land: Wich 
the regard to aggrandizing H---r, ſhe. not only co- operated with, 
but egged on the Court of London, and at the ſame time crea- 
ont Need Jealouſies and Suſpicions of her at all the German Courts, 
ent ¶ dpecially that of Vienna. And with regard to the Stadtholder, 


me it the ſame time that ſhe — co- operated with England in 
in- ¶ he Support of the Prince of O-e-e, ſhe ſecretly raiſed a aer 


ipal by 
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5 69) 
by Perſuaſion and Corruption, able to defeat all that either Fami- 
ly-Imereſt, or the Perſuaſion and Gold of E d could eſfed 
in . — Would you believe, that the firf 
Thoughts of beſtowing the eldeſt Daughter of Ed on the 
Prince of O-----e, were inſpired by the Court of France, at 
the ſame time that ſhe ſecretly alarmed. the Dutch with the 
dangerous of the Alliance.” 
„And, Sir, has not France ſucceeded in all her Schemes! But 
who were the Dupes of her refined Politics? And who are the 
neareſt becoming the Victim of her Ambition? Holland is that 
Victim ripe for Immolation. Rent by Party and Diviſions; 
frighted with the Idea of a Stadtholder on one hand, and 
French "Chains on the other; enervated by the conſtant Ex- 
pence ſhe was perſuaded into by the Court of a ſince the 
Acceſſion, r 
— — Corruption imported from a neighbour- 
ing Iſland, what could be expected from: Hellens, but Irreſo- 
lution, Timidity and Paſfiveneſs?. 
© The late War between France and the Houſe of Auſtria 
furniſhed Engiand and Holland with 2 ſpecious Pretext, and 
a glorious Opportunity of off French Influence, and 
to the Purſuit of the natural Intereſts of both Coun- 
tries. But the over-pacific Diſpoſition of .. e, the Enghfo 
Miniſter, er the'Influence of France, loft us that Opportunity, 
which we em never more hope for: Had French Influence, and 
the Dread of a Stadtholder been leſs than they were, ftill muſt 
the Datch have aQcd the Part they did, as there was no moving 
| to the Relief of their common and natural Ally. 
Witch regard to England and Holland, it would 
have been ſound Policy to have preſerved the Houſe of 4055 
and to have ſecured the Houſe of Lorrain the Poſſeſſion of their 
ancient Patrimony ; but, perhaps, it might be otherwiſe with 
regard to Hr. = erm as it will, we may impute the 
preſent foreboading public Affairs to the fatal Neu- 
of the — — that critical Juncture. 
t is true, that on the Feli out of che preſent War, 
_ Cabinet of Z ſeemed to have changed Sentiments, 
and to have thrown off the dead Weight of French Influ- 
ence, Which had hung on all the Meaſures of England ever ſince 
the Acceflion to that Time. But had this Change been as' 
real, as it was believed all over Europe to have been forced and 
unnatural, and only a temporary Expedient of a new Miniſter 
willing to explode the Meaſures of the late, long, paſſive Ad- 
miniſtration, in order to take deeper Root in his new Employ- 
ment, it could not anſwer the Purpoſe in view, which was the 
reducing, 
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Power in | ul, 
4 from: France, or rather Grom: hier owri Inteaofd. c:: 0 
oy, that England created, or helped to 8 
which, :I-fear, will for ever keep Praſſa in F n 
france, and at with the Houſe of 
the fair Province of Hilgſia is annexed to the P 
00S, we muſt never expett a cordial Union between 
Vienna and Berlin; nor between his laſt and that 


— 
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ut had R 3 
ate, how could it be e Lol 


SO 9 . 
Opponents to a Stadtholdeg, | 
e 
Time, the other would grow upon them, and ſo clog their 
Meaſures as to render their Efforts uſcleſs to- the Sam 
« As for the Patriot Squadron, ſo called dom ien 

dency, and N mug pe eramdar] ron. a07 
toned above. Do but if it muſt join either, it 
would be the For however ſome Foreigners may 
have 8 Plan of a > 
tual Alliance, with France, and by that means acquiring the con- 
tant Protection of that Crown, the Sentiments of that 
great Stateſman have been imbibed in theſe Provinces, and have 
made deeper Impreſſion than may be by thoſe who are 


not thoroughly acquainted with tha Change in the r wad 
and Genius of our People ſince the general Peace. L 


Nations vary from themſelves life Individuals, which one 
may perceive, not only of the Win but Moderns. See the 
WW e the natural 
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Ally of this State. How altered. that once, brave, faithfy 
| — rom what the Exgliſb were a Century ago ? The Whole 
Earth is become much more vrnal and corrupt; but I thi 
the fatal Vices ſeem. to have taken deeper Root in England th 
any where elſe; Whence can the T ranſition happen? From I; 
religion, it is ſaid. But whence: that very Ir. whi 
is complained to have occafioned their preſent 
Surely, not from the Nature of their Government, or Con 
ſtitution; nor from the Effects of the Revolution which w 
effected at the Expence of Hanni. -Here appeared to me 
ſa: wide: à Variation in bis Account of the Revolution fro 
what I had ever heard, that I took the Liberty to interrupt him 
ſaying, Sir, I ever underſtood that the Expence Holland v 
at to raiſe her Stadtholder we de Throne of urid, 
been reimburſed by England. 
Vou fix your Attention, it. ſcems, ſaid the Patriot, to | 
immodiate Expence that attended the Prince's Expedition; by 
1 extend mine to the Conſequences attending that great and ha 
zardous Undertaking, which, upon the good and wiſe Monſie 
De #tt'sPlan, ought not to have been attempted. ' I am nc 
ſo Hille in the Affairs of England as to know: whether he 
Trade has extended in proportion to her ſince th 
Revolution; but, ſure I am, that the Trade of Holland h: 
been declining ever ſince. And let me ſay, that Trade is even 
thing to the Dutch. Whatever contributes to its Declenſic 
muſt 8 nor can Extent of Territory, Addi 
on 0 2 or ——_ TY for thi 
Ts Weird, taught, in the laſt: Age, to be in love Wi 
Sieges and Battles in order to. gain that Phantom, 'callec 
Glory, and that no leſs inſubſtantial Security, a diſtant Barrier 
but Experience confirms the, Error of theſe Notions. Tb. 
Species of Glory acquired by — — means the Ruin 
of a trading: Nation, and the ar is an 
Proof, that the Friendſhip and eden of ſo 
Neighbour, as France is, arc far better Securities che Fre 
dom and Trade of Dutchmen than any Barrier. See with c;+1; 
what Rapidity we loſt thoſe boaſted: Securities, the Equi yet 
valent for the Blood ſpilt and immenſe Treaſures expendeſſ the. 
ſince the Reyolution; — for ſuch a vaſt Declenſion of Trad « 
as nothing can recover but Peace, which can never, be durabl Ry 
untcſs on the Baſis of De Witt t Plan. Au 
* War, or Trafficking for Men, is the Nin Trade yet 
Germany; Wur is partly the Buſineſs of France; andi\may-occay} © | 
2 de that, nat of e whoſe natural * * 

Pr. 


(n) 
WTrade,-but of the Engi Cdurt. I Hon t knaw but the 
Oppoſition in V s Adminiſtration, would have pro 
F ee — hat 
not evapourated, the' burſting out of the War with 8 - 
Nor probably had Lord Cf lefs Occaſion for a French 

2; well for his on as hs M--—-r's it 
Oppoſition had been laid, but not extinguiſhed, and 


. — if not diverted "by: en greabes! Occupation" than: 
s daniſh War. 1 


© But ſee the Conſe e of ieee abet po- 


he different Branches of the: Houſe of Bourbon, to avoid 
domeſtic Feuds, or with Views far more inglorious, has bewild- 
ered herſelf in a Labyrinth ſhe wor't find it eaſy to-extricate 
W herſelf, - Sec the vaſt Increaſe. of her Dehts, the Decreaſe of 
2 Commerce, and the Inereaſe of her Vices; and what has 
ſhe got in Exchange? or is like to get, by the immenſe Treaſure 
” e eee w late Vears, to ſupport the Houſe of Au. 


n Th TL (ct 
Lebe inde has. got-Gape Breton: ok: herſelf which 


| — 4 > of little . to her in Peace, could ſhe keep i it, and 
Jl loſt as, our Barrier, and the Auſtrians the Notbheriundt. And 
WH could any bappier Conſequences be expected after the Adyurt. 
tages of Dettingen had not been vigor bee By er it 
Om of a Guſt a and: honourable Peace had 
Y 121? I am loth to diſcuſs! theſe Matters: fry. pms 
ſpect holds my Tongue when my Heart is full) dt I mut f 
that the preſent impending Ruin of this State and others 
have; been prevented that memorable Campaign; either in the 
Field or Cabinet, if the true Intercft of Hugin had ſolely in- 
croſſed the Attention of the Negociator at Hanau and M orm. 
I was not the only Dutchman that had Arete the ill Suc- 
Ness of the War, from the Errors of that Campa: We fore. 
ſaw the War would thereby beÞrought home to our own — 
but ſaw no Proſped of dic erting the Ruin we forefaw, 
Neitly falling into the Meaſures of the Authors of the 


yt this was exported fv but * how weak Ga ter 


their Conduct ſmee 1 
. It would ſeem as if the R of — 
L Ruin; — fra h hebe del thatof the of 
Auſtria, how laviſh ſoever thoytubrs b been in its Support. And 
yet too ſurely the fall of either would affect England | 
But we car t fall unleſs it be out own Faults; betauſe Nen 
in ever ſo great Pruſperity will always be glad to exchange her 


B 2 


* 


The Spirit of ths 


ltics. \ England hes precipitated herſelf into theſe Wars with 


— 4 


2 


. for our Alliance, Nor can the * fall 


(12) | 
much lower, unleſs. Covetouſneſs ſhould induce it to forget it 
real Intereſt in the Purſuit of Chimeras. a coin 
While England feeds the Court of Vienna with a large Sub 
ſidy, the greedy Imperial Miniſtry will be for continuing a W. 
which muſt end in the Deſtruction of their Prince; they wont 
ſee that by hugging their Friends too cloſe, they run the Riſque 
of. loofing them for ever. This is no leſs the Situation of the 
Caurt of Turin The King of Sa, tho' otherwiſe a great 
and prudent Prince, don't ſee that by graſping too much at once 

he may be obliged to let go all, at one time or other.. 
But in Regard to England, I wonder the Courts of Vie, 
and Turin don't; ſee that ſhe muſt grow weary of her Burden at 
laſt 3. and that if once The lays it down, it will be extremely dif- 
ficult to-preſuade her to take it up again. I think it was abou 
50 Millions Sterling which England owed at the Commence- 
ment of this. War; tis probable” ſhe won't find the Debt to a- 
mount to leſs than 1 OO Millions at the expiration of it: à mon- 
ſtrous Weight on a Nation ſubſiſting chiefly by foreign Trade, 
which muſt inevitably flouriſh or decline in p oportion to the 
Cheapneſs or Dearneſs of Labour, and the Eaſe or Oppreſſion 
of the Induſtriaud . K- 1 
The preſent Allies of England ſhould have been wiſe e- 
nough not to have drainꝰd her too much at once, for fear ſhe 
ſhould either prove a Jade hereafter, or ride ruſty when moſt 
Speed was required. They ſhould: have manag'd her better, 
and put an Tad to the War and Her Expence as ſoon as poſſible: 
The Houſe of Aug nia ought to have put an End to the War at 
Hanau; and the King of Sardinia immediately after the late 
Battle of Placentia : but the Subſidies of England had Charms 
which ſome could not withſtand; and perhaps Ambition, the 
Bane of Princes, may have been ho leſs the Cauſe than Avarice. 
Ihe Empreſs Queen continues the War becauſe ſhe won't 
part with any ching in Italy to a ſecond Prince of Spain; and 
yet ſhe will be oblig d to it before ſhe can have Peace. The 
ing of Sardinia would part with Savona, and yet if he had 
ſeriouſſy conſulted the Intereſt of his Family he never would 
have laid Siege to it. France en tlie Side of Provence has been 
ſaved partly by a Paſſion for that Port, which without doubt 
would be extremely convenient for the Houſe of Savoy; but 
mould it not be conſidered that the Detention of it muſt ine- 
vitably be attended with everlaſting Broils and Confuſions? 
- © duppoſe the Fate of the preſent War ſhould determine the 
Pofleflion of Savona, or Final, or both, to the Houſe of Savvy ; 
will not the Genoeſe endeavour to recover a Poſſeſſion torn from 
them, and without which their Capital would dwindle-to ** 
. | "=" 
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for drawing a conſtant War upon Italy and the Enemies of the 
Houſe of Savoy; in hopes ſome lucky Event might turn the 
Current of Power in their Favour. © £5 98 £7: 5 

© But are not moſt Men blinded by Intereſt and Ambition? 
Why was the War begun by the Miniſters of the chief of the 
Allies, but with a View to the Aggrandiſement of a favourite 
Dominion ? and 47 might have been ſeen without the Giſt of 
Prophecy, that War would naturally train after it ſuch Conſe- 
quences as would neceſſarily impede the Enlargement of Terri- 
tory in view. How miſtaken are Mortals, ſometimes, in their 
Purſuits of that which they ſet their Hearts moſt on! How vi- 


ſibly does this Weakneſs appear in the Conduct of my own- 


Countrymen for more than half an Age! They precipitated 


their Country into two bloody and burthenſome Wars to ſecure 


> bin £4 


| for ſaving the King of 
P----a, ready to be Twallowed up by the joint Power of the 
Courts of Vienna, Peterſburgh and Dreſden ? That Prince was 
chen, as always he muſt de, jealous of the Houſe of Auftria, 
while he is in Poſſeſſion of one of its faireſt Provinces ; and he 
was ön no very good Ferms with the Houſe of Hr, yet 
this laſt muſt relieve that Prince juſt when he muſt ſink, or join 
againſt France. What Strain of Policy was here? On what 
Plan of Politics was the Convention concluded at H r about 
two Years ago, between E -d and P-—a? *' 

Queen of Hungary and the King 


< Had not the Czarina, the 


of Poland, been prevented by the aboveſaid Convention, his 


Pruſſian Majeſty would' have neither the Power, nor Stomach 
ar, or give, as he has done, efficacious, tho' 
ſeemingly indirect Aid to France And'behold the Conſequence 


of ſheltering P. from the Storm. As ſoon as ever it was 


blown over and the ſtriẽt Union which threaten'd her was'dif- 


ſolv'd, the fell upon Bohemia and Saxony, and extorted the 
Treaty of Dreſden. But this is not all neither. The Court of 


Peterſburgh, 


and Poverty! Certainly they would ; nor could they be Blamed. 


( 14) © 
Peterſburgh, I fear, has look' d on, ever ſince, with more In- 
difference than before; and that of Dreſden, tis thought, has 
thrown quite it ſelf into the Arms of France : Such are the 
Fruits of a Convention which might be intended for recovering 
the King of Pruſſia, but which had quite other Effects. 

I may be ſingular, but cannot help thinking that the Galen 
tion of Plaste, by that Convention, was the moſt unwarranted 
Stroke of Policy that has been given ſince the Death of Charles 
VI; and, God knows, there have been many groſs Errors com- 
mitted in that Time. Ruſſia cooled, Saxony loſt, and 4 5 
not gained, but enabled to co-operate with the common 
my. Heavens! what a Strain of Policy was that ! Already 
have theſe Things happened; but how much greater Ills are 
like to happen from the Conſeg uences of that Chef- d ouvre of 
the Cabinet of L-----1? A new Storm is gathering in the 
North, and a new Alliance is talked of, which aſſuredly is not 

calculated for the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, or for redu- 
cing the Power of France. And without Straining the Point 
beyond the Ken of Probability, may not all theſe mighty Ills be 
placed to the ſole: Account of thoſe who. ſet P----a at Liberty 
by the late Convention at H-----r ? 

'© You will naturally aſk why we Dutchmen did not interfere 
and prevent the C ——.. of a Treaty ſo big with Danger ? 
Why, Sir, in the firſt Place, it was near 3 before we 
had the leaſt Hint of it; fo impenetrably. was the Negociation 

kept from all but the Court of Turin, = alone has benefited 
by it, by the large Body of Troops which the Emprefs was en- 
abled then to ſend to 1taly : And next, it would have been too 
hazardous for us ta have attempted the thwarting ſo powerful 
and adventurous a Neighbour, of whom we have no les, W ra- 
ther more Reaſon to be jealous than of France. 

I am ſurprized how the Engliſb Miniſters could 7 us 
ſo blind to our true Intereſt, as to think we would hazard the 
breaking with France, without - being ſecure againſt the Power 
and Pretenſions of R—-3. I am deceived, or Halland has 

more to fear from the latter than the former; at leaſt I will ven- 


ture to ſay, that moſt Dutchmen are of this Opinion. On this 


Suppoſition then, would it be prudent in them to make an Ene: 
my of the one, without ſecuring the Friendſhip of the other ? 
In the preſent Situation of Affairs, France is the only Pow- 
ex can ſecure Holland, not only from the dreaded — 
of Foreigners but Natdves. Prufſia, from without, and the 
2 a Stadtholder within, are only to be repelled by a Pow- 
5, fy erior to. both. But where, but in France, that 
y Power be found, whoſe Intereſt binds her to obſtruct 
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open Breach, to the 


upon Provence, and the Convulſion at Genoa. 
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Ineroachments either by Pa or a Stadtholder ? We are jea⸗ 
lows that E-—--d has, ever ſince the late Alliance with the Houfe 
of O e, promoted underhand the Intereſt of that Family, 
therefore we cannot reaſonably rely on her friendly Aid in — 
ſition to the Election of a Stadtholder ; and as little 
oppoſing a Prince, whom the Cabinet of J. —-u had ſo ately 
+ Th to e n give Law to his Neighbours. 
„Thus, Sir, have told 5 oughts concern 
ing publick Affairs. . miſtaken 28 Event 
bing Cuutipal nd ee the S 
Breda. But I can ſee no Reaſon for hoping that the Allies will 
be ſuperior to France in Numbers, or — to her in Skill and 
Addreſs, tho* I have the higheſt Veneration for, and Opinion 
of the Royal Youth who is to command: Befides, why 
ſhall we flatter ourſelves, or endeavour to impoſe on others? 
If we were willing, we are not able to furniſh the Quota we 
have promiſed to compleat the Army; ; and, I fear, we want 
the Will no leſs than the Power of the War, Iam 
an Enemy to Double „and had I been in Power, would 
have roundly told the En 21% Miniſters, who had ſo often late» 
22 ey d | hither to its this State into the Meaſures of Eng: 
That their Conduct promiſed not Succeſs, and that it was 
neither the Inclinations of the Maj r People, nor Inte- 
reſt of the State, to break with the Houſe of Bourbon, to the 
Ruin of the Remains of our Trade; nor to irritate France by an 
Danger of our Liberties. Such a free 
claration, probably, — have accellerated the Work of Peace, 
more than the poſſibly can in the ſlothful Manner it has 


hitherto been cried on 255 1 Allies, in this Neighbourhood. 


TFThen as for the Queen of Hungary, willing as ſhe may be 
to recover the'Netherlands, it is 1 the ES be more in- 
tent on the Preſervation of Ttaly, and guarding De- 
— | ſhe may apprehend from near — or er Ef ſhe 

dread from the i Trout! in the North. Her 

fert Care will be Home, and the next Italy, which _— re- 
quire her utmoſt Attention, fince the 1 of the Deſign 
ith ſuch Cares 

then, can we flatter ourſelves ſhe will, or is able, to fulfil her 


Engagements for enabling England to a&t offenſively i in the Ne- 


| therlands £ 


- "0 confels cyfelf no led an Infidelin wo the groſent 
Conferences at Breda. What Increaſe of Power or Succeſs has. 
attended the Arms of the Enemies of France, ſince the late Con- 


ferences at hene 
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Houſe of Bourbon, will yield ſooner, or bend lower now, than 


ſhe did laſt Year ? In [taly, the Scene is viſibly altered in Fa- 
vour of France and Spain, fince the Miſcarriage of Count Brown, 
and the Revolt of the Genoeſe, if the Word, Revolt, may be 
applicable to a free, independent People, ſtruggling for all that 
is dear to Man. If the French and Shani ar dr puſh into Italy 
from France, what ſhall, prevent their ſubjecting the King of 
Cardinia, and kiſpoſſeſing the Houſe of Auris, of all its 
minions in Lombardy ? And ſuch, probably, will be the Caſe, 
+ unleſs the Empreſs-Queen ſhould quite difarm herſelf at Home, 
to reinforce her Army in Italy. As fine a Country as Italy is, 
Bohemia and Moravia are more valuable to the Poſſeſſor of Au- 
Aria; therefore, unleſs the Queen will lie at the Mercy, and 
rely on the Bonne Foy of certain Neighbours, ſhe cannot 1 
poſed to be able to prevent the Loſs of /taly, if France be hearty 
in its Reduction. 

On what part of the Theatre of War, . 
Eyes for a Prolpect of Succeſs, the inſuing Campaign, on the 
Part of the Houſe of Auſtria, or its Friends ? the Partizans of 
the Houſe of O----e, among us and the Engliſb chat reſide here, 
affect to be uncommonly ſanguine, in regard to the Wonders to 
be done againſt France, on the Side of the Netherlands, even 
before the French can take the Field. This ſort of Language 
may be very well adapted to the Genius of Neigbouring /fland- 
ers, who generally are, and love to be lull'd, and fed with 
Chimæras; nor may it leſs be neceſſary, in regard to their 
Stateſmen, who are obliged to throw out ſuch Tubs to a Peo- 
ple, who ſhut_ or open their Purſes, as. they are i in or out of 
Humour, at the Conduct of their Directors. But, Sir, for my 
Part, tho I am an Enemy to deſpair, I am no Cheriſher of 
Hope againſt Conviction. I have before given you my Thoughts 
as to * Non: ability of the States and the Empreſs- Queen, to 
furniſh- their Quotas of Men; but ſuppoſing the could, why 
ſhould not France, be as carly.in;the Field as her Enemies ? has 
the not had all the great 774 — and fertile Provinces of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, in her Hands, to quarter her Troops i in, 
all the Winter? are not her Magazines full; and have we any 
reaſon to think that her Military | Cheſt is empty. 

I don't know how it happens, but the preſent Generation, 
ſeem to be all born the Children of Credulity. They don't ar- 
gue vom: Principles, ſo much as from Prejudice, or Affection! ? 
becauſe they with France reduced, ſhe muſt be weak and impo- 
hgh The ench wall N on Crutches and are in no Condition 
to CEP - eace with their cighbours. is not;this icalou: 292 er 
Tathe * againſt Reaſons againd "Experience, againſt Con- 
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viction: France, has, above two Centuries, extended hes; 
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Modes and Languages all over Europe; I hope E-----d does not 
expect the World will receive her Credulity, and Chimeras as 
implicit] 
1 Ws that the Efforts for an early Campaign are greater 
than uſual this Spring. E — , whether to ſooth her young 
RoraL HERo's martial Diſpoſition, or to induce France to make 
greater Conceſſions; or out of ſome ſecret domeſtic Conſidera- 
tion, has lately buſtled and expended far beyond he natural 
Strength, in order to an early and vigorous Campaign. But a- 
las ! ſhall we hope for Miracles? How have we deſerved that 
"6 — ſhould alter the ordinary Courſe of Things in our 
Favour ? Shall we get through, in a Campaign, all thoſe Bul- 
warks which took up ten when aMarLBoROUGH commanded - 
our Armies ? or ſhall we leave them all behind us, as ſome Vi- 
ſionaries affect to recommend, and penetrate into the Heart of 
France, in order to remove the Flame from our Borders into 
her Bowels? vague and unadviſed Hopes ! Happy, if in the en- 
ſuing Campaign, France will be quiet and content herſelf with 
what ſhe has already got ! I wiſh ſhe may reſt 'on the Defenſive 
only. But ſhould ſhe exert all her Skill and Power on this Side, 
and ſhould Fortune ſmile on that ſuperior Force and Addreſs as 
uſual, what may be the Conſequence to this State particularly, 
is eafier imagined than expreſs c. 

I think I am not timed by Nature, and yet I tremble when 
reflect on the Conſequences of an enſuing unſucceſsful Cam- 
paign. Suppoſe Luxemburgh taken, or Maeſtrict, if the French 
be inclined to force the Republic to avow openly what may have 
been her private Sentiments of a long while ; — ſuppoſe the 
Army under the young Royal Leader fail'd i in attempting the 
Relief of either of thoſe Fortreſſes, what are we to expect? 
Muſt not the Republic yield; muſt the not wiſely chuſe the al- 
ternative of Protection before intire Subjection? or at beſt muſt 
ſhe not yield implicitly to a Neutrality on the Terms of France, 
and to ſuch a Barrier as that Orown ſhall be pleaſed to chalk 


out? One deciſive Blow puts it out of the Power of the Repub- 


the Powers of Auſtria and En gland make in the Net 

and I can't ſee all round — World any Confederat:s they 
can flatter themſelves withal ? Auftria, in her preſent Situation, 
can form no View of Succeſs. She is, and is like to be, unaid- 
ed by any of the Powers of Germany, who ſeem all to wiſh her 
Declenſion. And what is no leſs unpromiſing, ſhe has worn 
out not-only the Patience but I fear the Strength of England; a 
Strength, which, as 1 before, ſnould have been more 


ſparingly 


lic to continue the War; and without Helland what Fi 9 
erlands, 


* 
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ſparingly and cautiouſly manag'd by the Courts of Vienna and 


Turin, if ever they expected it ſhould be employ'd in their Be- 
half on future Occaſions. But has France the like Dangers to 
apprehend ? Is the Proſpect ſo unfavourable ſhould ſhe meet 
with a Check this Summer? If ſhe looſes a Battle, can't ſhe act 
on the Defenſive the reſt of the Campaign, having ſo many 
Fortreſſes to cover her Armies? Even may ſhe not repair her Loſ- 
ſes before the End of the Campaign ? Has ſhe no Reaſon to hope 
for Shelter from the Pruſſian Eagle, ſhould Fortune frown upon 
her? or, in a Run of Il-luck, might ſhe not hope to acquire 
other Allies beſides Pruſſia in the Empire, and expect Relief 
from the Alliance now forming in the North under her Au- 
ſpices ? POE 

l © But, it may be urged, if France has ſo flattering a Proſpect 
in View and fo reaſonable a Reliance on being ſuccour'd ſhould 
ſhe ſtand in need of Support, why is ſhe more forward in her 
Advances to Peace than even her Enemies? Why indeed? 
not becauſe ſhe ſeeks Peace in earneſt, but becauſe ſhe finds her 
Intereſt in perſuading the World ſhe does. Has ſhe not amuſed 
the World with Peace all the while ſhe was gathering Laurels 
and adding that very favourite Country to her Dominions, which 
all the French Kings and Miniſters fince Henry IV. have unwari- 
edly and earneſtly ſet their Hearts on ? 

France has had a conſtant Eye to the Auſtrian Netherlands 
for above 200 Years, and ſpilt a Sea of human Gore to accom- 
pliſh the defired Acquiſition. And ſhkll we weakly think ſhe 
will part from this golden Apple, -now ſhe has it and no likeli- 
hood of her being diſpoſſeſs'd, for ſuch a Gew-gaw as Cape- 
Breton? I pity thoſe ho do not ſee the Drift of that Crown 
in ſetting a high Value on that barren, northern Colony, whol- 

uſeleſs but in tinie of War, and little leſs ſo even while it 
ſubſiſts, if the French act with any tolerable Wiſdom and Re- 

Folution. | Bs: 
The more eager France appears for that Poſſeſſion, the more 
Tenacious will England be toKtep it; which is juſt what an- 
{wers the Purpoſe of that crafty Court. The Engliſh themſelves, 
by the infinite Value they ſet on that Conqueſt, in their Politi- 
cal Writings, have taught France to play the Game. But little 
do they know the Views or Ambition of that Crown, who im- 
agine the Cabinet of Yer/ai{les would exchange even Namure, 
for Leuiſburg, while there was hopes of keeping the Former: 
the Reſtitution of the latter, I doubt not, will be always the 
firſt Article France inſiſts on; and ſhould this be conceded to 
Her, even on her own Terms, ſhe won't be at any loſs for other 
Pretexts, to ſpin out the Time, while ſhe is ſpreading and ſe- 

| curing 
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euring her Conqueſts, and creating and augmenting the Diſabili- 
ties of her Enemies. Spain ſhall come in for her Share, in the 
refin'd Juggle, and hold a back Hand to her adroit Neighbour, 
when he thinks it proper to ſhift the Scene. | | 

I] agree that the Circumſtances of both France and Spain, 
require Peace; but all things conſider'd, their Buſineſs is to pro- 
long the War, and when was it known that the Bourbons ne- 
glected their true Intereſt ? By the Continuance of the War, 
France may be cloſely pinched ; but it appears to me, that the 
Diſabilities of her Enemies will make a far quicker Progreſſion. 
And thus, by a Demonſtration almoſt equal to Mathematical, 
France muſt ſucceed in all her Views by the Continuance of the 
War, nor is the Proſpe& much leſs favourable on the Side of 
Spain. There is ſcarce a Doubt, that ample Proviſion will be 
ſecured for Don Philip in Italy; and I will not anſwer, that 
Spain will not think herſelf in a Plight, before a Peace, to inſiſt 
on an excluſive Trade in America, and ample Security for the 
ſame. Nor am I ſure, that her Haughtineſs will not extend ſo 
far, as to caſt a ſteady Eye on Poſſeſſions which ſhe muſt ever 
ſee with Regret in the Hands of her preſent Enemy. 

© It is thought to be a ſtanding Maxim with France to drop 
her Allies if ſhe can do her own Buſineſs by a Peace. But ſup- 
poſing this to be true, Spain does not at all fall with the De- 
ſcription of ſuch Allies as France was wont to abandon occaſion- 
ally. The Families of France and Spain are of the ſame Blood, 
and their Intereſt is, and always muſt, be inſeparable, For 
which Reaſon I was ſurprized that the Cabinet of London had 
relied ſo confidently on detaching the latter from the former, on 
the Demiſe of Philip V. | 

© But ſhould France weakly overlaok the general Intereſt of 
her Houſe for ſome immediate temporary Advantage, I do not 
think that Spain is in an Humour to bear, or forgive, ſo groſs a 

Slight ; nor can I perſuade myſelf that France will venture to 
make the Experiment. Spain, indeed, may liſten to Over- 
tures made to her ſeparately, but her Connexion with France 
and her own Intereſt, will always oblige her to act in Concert 
with that Crown, however it may ſeem Otherwiſe to thoſe 

who are willing to be deluded. And ſhould the pa King of 
Spain be of other Sentiments, he would hardly find a Miniſtry 

to co-operate with him while there is ſo remote a Proſpect of his 
having Iſſue. 7 | 

© The Situation of Affairs at preſent ſeems extremely criti- 
cal; and, in my Mind, much more fo than heretofore. The 
War is a certain Calamity and Weight on all thoſe that are in- 
volved in it,-and yet it ſeems my their Intereſt to continue os 


(20) 
but from very different Motives. France will continue it with 
a View, that if ſhe . out her ies, they will Acqui- 
_ Eſce with her Conqueſts, receive the wat her Hands; and 
they may continue it not fo much by Choice as Neceſſity. While 
the Empreſs Queen can trade with the ready Money of England, 
The mady think the War more eligable than Peace, as 
| "by the former, more than ſhe can poſſibly hope by che 
Ki, in her preſent Circumſtances. But England, with no 
View in the World to be Gainer by the War, hits e. 
finue it, rather than make a ruinous Peace, after putting her- 
felf to an immenſe Expence in the Proſecution of various, I will 
not ſay, vague Projects, for reducing France. Her Stateſmen 
know not how to excuſe a bad, a very bad Peace, fuch'as may 
expected, to a Nation whom they had made believe, that 
every "Campaign, and every Million, would be the laft. - 
© 'Thus is the War continued, and like to be fo, on-different 
Principles. The Conferences at Breda may be reſumed from 
Time to Time occaſionally, and, perhaps occaſionally too, with 
4 ſeeming Proſpect of Succeſs ; but I cannot gain upon myſelf 
* e expect that the Olive Tree wil grow up in that Soil; nor 
anſwer, but the Roar of Cannon before Maeftrick, or 
ſome other Dutch Fortreſs, may frighten away all our pacific 
Cooks before the End of next Month. If France once breaks 
Ground on the Territories of the Republic, we Dutchmen will 
haſtily drop the general for a particular Treaty, and leave thoſe, 
fond of Forms and Punctilios, to determine whote Miniſters 
hall be admitted to the Conferences. | 
How viſible is the Fineneſſe of one Party of the de 
ters at Breda, and the weak, at leaſt, unreaſonable Scruples of 
;thers !. But, the Court of one of the Allies, ever tenacious of 
Farms and Shadows, cannot reſolve to alter her Conduct. 
France improves the Opportunity, and E. d either ſees not the 
Hoc „ or is forced to ſwallow it. She would be thought to de- 
iſe the Enemy, but ſtards, I fear, in more Awe "than her 
Tiends would wiſh, or, perhdps ſhe herſelf imagines : The 
read of the late Prog eſs of the young Pretender may ſtill hang 
on certain Minds. Nor can we wonder if France could be ſo 
as to affect a Coolneſs on the exiled Prince's Intereſt, 
and a Diſreliſn to the making freſh Diſturbance in his Favour. 
France, by ſuch Affectations, will imperceptibly acquire 
2 which will operate more or leſs in all Dealings be- 
n the two States. But I ſhould much admire, that any 
ſuch Dread of that Crown would create any Influence whatever, 
onli dering g the Viſbility of the Intenttoris 55 the Cabinet of Ver- 


e in Febrd to * Pretender. One would think the late 
| Conduct 
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Conduct of France to be -too- manifeſt a Proof of her 


on the other, by the late Convention at H----r between E----d 
and P----q. Before that mo 1 blunted the 
* of the Conduct of 
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to that Intereſt, to leave the leaſt Doubt on the Minds of the 
Engliſb Miniſtry. For can it be ſuppoſed, that if France thought 
it for her Intereſt to place the Stuarts on the Throne of England, 
— — thee laſt, has of an Attempt 
which or ſucceeding as this had it been ſuppast- 
ed early and effeQtually ? 
France, it is true, was much inferior to England in Naval 
Force; but let it not therefore be ſaid, that it was utterly im- 
for her to have aided the young Pretender. As well 
as ſhe could ſteal out her Fleets for the South, Eaſt, and Weſt, 
the might ſteer to the North likewiſe, had not the Fault lain in 
the Will. And if ſhe wanted that Will, while her Conqueſts 
were leſs certain, and more limited, than at preſent, why ſhay 
we ſuppoſe ſhe will change her Syſtem, when ſhe ſtands not in 


need a an inſular Ally ? 


I take all religious Conſiderations to be clear out of the 


Queſtion in this Caſe. Religion has been often made a Cloak of 


heretofore. But Moderns are no longer at a Loſs in regard to 
the true Meaning and Intereſts of Princes. Intereſt is the fole 
Motive of their Conduct. But did not this Suppoſition hald 
true in general, I fancy. no one would fix on the King of France 
as an apt Exception. We may conclude therefore, that France 
thinks it not her Intereſt to change the Settlement of England, 
and conſequently will never give it effectual Diſturbance, how- 
ever ſhe may ſeem to act otherwiſe for particular temporary Ends. 
For this Reaſon, there can be no Doubt that the Intereſt of the 
Pretender would not obſtruct, one ſingle Moment, the Buſines 
of Peace if it reſted, not only on the giving up that Intereſt ſo- 
lemnly, but on a Prohibition to the Sons of taking up their Re- 
ſidence in France. 

© No, Sir, the Stuarts, in no ways, impede the Peace ; their 
Intereſts and Pretenſions are equally unconſulted by France, the 
only Power that might be ſuppoſed to have them at Heart. If 
the Work of Peace does not go forward, it is becauſe France is 
not in earneſt about it; becauſe ſhe does not think it for her In- 
tereſt that War ſhould ceaſe ; and until the does, it never can, 
however Speculiſts may indulge themſelves with new Allics and 
Confederates. - _ - 

© Theſe ſanguine Partizans have long plumed themſelves on 


powerful Succours from Ruſſia, without conſidering the Incapa- 


cities of that Crown on one hand, and the Obſtruction given 


2 of Ru 
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e 
more able than at preſent, to aid in the taking down that young 
aſpiring Monarch. But who does not ſee her 3 of 

aſſiſting the Empreſs Queen ? Sweden in Motion; ſhe and Den- 

mark, Saxony and Pruſſia in a Confederacy againſt her, and the 

Conduct of the Turk ſuſpicious ; in fuch a Situation, what 

Grounds can the Champions for War aſſign for their Hopes of 


Succour from Ruſſia ? | 


If we conſider the genuine Situation of the Northern Em- 


preſs, we cannot, without committing Violence on the Under- 
ſtanding, view her in the Light of an Ally to be relied on for 
the humbling France. Not but that the Court of Peterſburgh 
would be glad of an Opportunity to march her Troops, and 
make Parade of her Power in Germany, and meddle in the Af. 
fairs of the Empire, where ſhe long has had a Deſire of having 
a Footing that ſhe might become a-Member, and have a Vote 
in the Dyet. But the late and frequent Revolutions of that Em- 
pire, do not permit the Czarina to embarque in foreign Quarrels. 
A Government, like her's, founded on Revolution-Princi- 
ples, cannot be too wary and circumſpect in the creating new 
Enemies Abroad, or affording Opportunities to ſecret Enemies 
at Home. On the Footing of hereditary Right, or Proximity 
of Blood, it is well known the preſent Wearer-of the Ruſſian 
Diadem ſtands but in the ſecond Rank. And however fond ſome 
Nations may be, or ſeem to be of Novelty, there is a certain na- 
tural Attachment to Proximity of Blood, which every now and 
then will intrude it ſelf, and be the Means of warping, or wean- 
ing, the Majority of a People from Duty and Obedience, where 
they ſuppoſe them not to be rightfully due. If then the Czari- 
na be conſidered in this Light, we muſt ſuppoſe her blind to her 
own Intereſt, ſhould ſhe enter into any foreign Quarrel uncom- 
pelled, or march any conſiderable Body of Troops from Home. 
But was ſhe in no Dread of domeſtic F euds, the preſent Moti- 
ons of Sweden and the Porte, and the Power and Addreſs of 
Pruſſia, to fay nothing of France, who probably ſets all the 
Wheels of the hoſtile Machine Motion, might well excuſe the 
Sovereign of Ruffia from marching a conſiderable corps of 
Troops at this Time to the Succaur of the Houſe of Auſtria ; 
but far leſs excuſeable are thoſe who fondly - build on Succour 
from a Princeſs under ſuch obvious Diſabilities. ot 
Whether then ſhall the Courts of Vienna, London and Tu 
rin, caſt abroad their Views in ſeeking for new Confederates 
that might enable them to humble the Pride of the Houſe of 
Bourlon? They cannot, in reaſon, rely on the Court of Peter/- 
burgh, for the Reafons mentioned, and as. little on Denmark, 
while Pruſſia and Saxony are fo cloſely connected with Sweden, 
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28 it is thought they are at preſent. But ſuppoſing Denmari had 
not been thus awed by the Vicinity of ſuch powerful Allies, nor 
influenced by the Gold, Power, nor Addreſs of France, of what 

Uſe would her.Prince be, as a Confederate, . unleſs to be an ad- 
ditional Burthen to Bng/and, who muſt pay his Troops, and 
ſooth him with a Subſidy into the Bargain? Such Confederates 
would rather clogy, than quicken, the Pace of the Allies to 

eſt and Succeſs. - For as England, who already bears up, . 
by the Force of her Treaſures, the impotent Courts of  /-—-a. 
and T----n, muſt neceſſarily fink under the additional Burthen 
of a new monyleſs Ally, the open Junction of Denmark with. 
the preſent — of France, would rather hurt themſelves 
than annoy her. 

As much as it af de the hnidefh ef nenen 
the Houſe of Auſtria, as a Balance to that of Bourbon, I fear 
the other Members of the Germanic Body, think it no leſs theirs 
to prevent the Searing of an Eagle whoſe Flights have. been 
heretofore injurious as well to the collective in general, as 
to the particular Members of it. And. for this on, ſo cer 
tain and ſelf-evident, -I wondered England would undertake a- 
lone the Reduction of the Power of France, and Support of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, Without the hearty. Concurrence of the 
Germanic Body, the Thing was- morally impracticable; and 
without being wilfully blind, it muſt have been ſeen, that that 
Concurrence could never be obtained while Pruſſia, ſeconded 
by France, was able to-influence the other Powers of the * ; 
pire. | I mnendt 

© After the late Conqueſt of Silefia, England had but t 
two Plans to purſue. The firſt, and moſt eligible, as to clap 
up a Peace between the two great Houſes at Variance at any 
Hazard and Expence; which might be done at Hanau on rea- 
ſonable and honourable Terms: But ſince that more falutary 
Plan was not cheriſhed, the only that remained was, to lower 
Pruſſia in order to pull ' down France. For as Matters were 
then, and ſtill are cireumſtanced, thoſe: Powers muſt ſtand or 
fall together, while that of Auſtria is in any Plight to gwe Um- 
brage to either. The Treaty of Warſatu in 1745 happihy put 

t in n the Power of England to execute tis ſecond Plan; but by 
a Strain of Policy, unheard of among Stateſmen, the Cabinet 
of L----n, and the Blow from Pruffia, by that memorable 
Convention concluded at H----r the ſame Year. 

I could never hear of a colourable Reaſon for the Obſtruc- 
tion which is ſaid to have been given by:E----d to the Negocia- 
tion at Hanau. Sure Jam, it could not have been the Intereſt 
of a trading Nation to obſtruct or retard the Work of Peace. 

Fe England 
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| England could have no View to gain by Continuance of the 
War. But, perhaps, it was then otherwiſe with H----r, as 
Charles VII. might have been unwilling to co-operate in an 
Enlargement of Territory, and there was a Proſpect of forci 
him to it by the Continuance of the War. 


The Arguments offered in Favour of the Convention of 


Hr were no leſs vague and frivolous. | But ſuch an additio- 
nal Power as that of Ruffia, by ſuch an Increaſe of the Confe- 
derates againſt France, the War, they ſay, might be prolong- 
ed, and therefore it was politic to ſave Pruſſia, and reject the 
Succours of Ruſſia in order to ſhorten the Clue to Peace. Mon- 
ftrous ! to think that an Enemy ſhall yield the ſooner the more 
vigorouſly and powerfully he is attacked ! I wonder Men are 
not aſhamed of the glaring Abſurdity of their lame Excuſes, 


Why will not they rather ſpeak out, and own their Weakneſs 


and repent ? 

The Cabinet of J- then, I conceive, had two Motives 
in 8 King of Pruſſia by the Convention of H----r 
in 1745. The firſt was, to wean him from France, and bind 
him to E----d, by Ties of Gratitude ; and the next, to ſet the 
Court of Vienna, who was obliged to keep moſt of her Troops 
to obſerve the Motions of that of Berlin, at Liberty to preſerve 
Htaly, and ſuccour the King of Sardinia, then ready to be over- 
run by the combined Armies of France, Spain and Naples. 
© As for the Policy of fecuring the Friendſhip of modern 
Princes by Ties of Gratitude, unleſs their Intereſt co-operates, 
it will not paſs for current, I fear, but among the Green and 
Unfledged. And tho? the ſuccouring Sardinia be a more co- 


lourable Plea, yet I believe it would be more eligible to defer 


thoſe Succours, if the Detention promiſed the Humiliation of. a 
Prince, who was, and is, and probably will continue France's 
beft Prop and Ally : Therefore, to wind up this Part of my 
Subject, I cannot help being of Opinion, that the ſhorteſt Road 
to the Heart of France, in 17453 at leaſt, was thro' Berlin: 
but ſince the Z----f Stateſmen thought proper to take a quite 
different Rout, ſuch a ane, as in the general Opinion, could 
never lead to Security and a ſolid Peace, they ought not to won- 
der that we Dutchmen would endeavour to explore a new Path 
to Safety . | 

I ſhall be free enough with you, Sir, continued this ſaga- 
cious Stateſman, to own, that I now look on the Increaſe of 
the Pruſſian Power, to be the beſt and only Barrier Holland can 
have againſt France; and how paradoxical ſoever it may ſeem, 
I look on France on the other hand, to be our beſt 3 
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gainſt Pruſſia ; for at preſent, it is not very clear, which of tlie 
two, Holland has moſt Reaſon to dread. 3 

Therefore, I take it to be our beſt Policy, ſhould the 
Chance of the War continue in Favour of France, to pay her 
and Pruſſia equal Court; to irritate neither, and to put every 
Art in Practice, for creating and fomenting conſtant” Jealouſy 
between them, without kindling an eternal Flame. Pruffia is 
at one of our Doors, or rather intermixt with us, by means of 
Eaft-Freezland ; and France by her late Conqueſts, is at the o- 
ther: neither I believe, will judge it Politic, to force in ſingly 
upon us, and I can much leſs ſuppoſe they will join in the At- 
tempt. We may reaſonably conclude then, that as neither can 
ſee the other incroach upon us, without interfering ; ſo both 
will be conſtantly on the Watch, to preſerve us, free. and in- 
r 1 Pe 

© Thus may we again be at leiſure to mind that, which 
chiefly employs the Attention of our People: our Trade has 
been declining ever fince our late Stadtholder taught us to be 
like himſelf, fond of the Glory of Arms. But by the Vicinity 
of two ſuch great Powers, who, never can agree about the Di- 
viſion of our Bear's Skin, we ſhall have nothing in View, but 
that principal Object, and nothing to mind, but its Extenſion. 

© If then, we can recover our Trade, avoid the Expence of 


Armies and Fortreſſes, in a great Meaſure ; and that of Naval 


Armaments, except for the Protection of our Commerce, and 
preſerve Freedom, by means of theſe two Powers, of different 
Religions, what ſhall we have to do with the Broils and Con- 
tentions of either our Inſular Neighbours or thoſe on the Conti- 


nent? like a Ship, moor'd Fore and Aft, we ſhall ride ſafe at 


Anchor, in the Port of Safety, unheeding, and unmoved at 
The different Religions of France and Pruſſia will be no 
leſs our Security, than their Jealouſy of each other, and while 
we tolerate all Religions among us, neither of theſe Powers, 
will think it either juſt or proper, to endeavour the Obtruſion 
of his own particular Syſtem upon us. II ks EPR CN 
© We may be morally ſure, that France and Pruſſia won't 
quarrel, while the Houſe of Au/tria is in any Condition to give 
Umbrage to the Latter: and we may be equally ſure, they 
won't join in any Conqueſt that don't affect that Houſe imme- 
diately ; much leſs is there any Room to apprehend they will 
join in ſubjecting us to their Yoke. Both may have their Eyes 
upon us, but, I am miſtaken, or France would wiſh us her Al- 


lies rather than her Subjects; and though Pruſſia may be of a 


different 
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different Opinion, yet may we reckon on the Power and Jea- 
louſy of the former for our Safety and Protection. | 
I have often envied the Happineſs of the Engliſb on account 
of their Inſular Situation, which naturally ſecluded them from 
the Broils of the Continent, if they had not obviouſly ſwerv'd 
from their immediate Intereſt in the Purſuit of Foreign Quarrels, 


That Nation have done us infinite Injury in our Trade, princi- 


pally occaſion'd by the natural Products of their Country, their 
Situation and the Safety of their Ports. But ſhould our Condi- 
tion mend by the Vicinity and Jealouſy of France and Pruſſia, 
on this Plan, we ſhall ſoon recover thoſe Commercial Advan- 
tages which they had gain'd of us before the preſent War. We 
were willing to forego theſe Benefits while we ſtood in need of 
England againſt France. But Pruſſia, for the future, bids fair- 
eſt to be our principal Bulwark againſt that Crown : And there 
1s no doubt that France will be our eternal Bulwark againſt Pruſ- 
fra. So that hereafter we ſhan't need involving ourſelves in 
Guaranties and Alliances as heretofore, nor ſhall we need any 
Treaties even with E but ſuch as regard Commerce and Na- 
vigation. 5 
©. If the E---þ will perſiſt in their vague Purfuites in queſt of 
the Balance of Peter, which has already ſtood them ſo very 
dear, that is no Reaſon that we Dutch ſhould; like them, loſe 
ſight of our immediate Intereſt to graſp at a Shadow. 
What is this Balance of Power, which has coſt them and 
us ſo dear for the laſt Century, but a Phantom of the Creation 
of diſtemper'd Brains? If Influence be the beſt Proof of Power, 
J don't ſee but the Balance, all along, has been on the Side of 
France, tho we and the Engliſh were vain enough to think we 
had fix'd it. 3888 Wo 
< But however the Beam might have appear'd, for the Time 
paſt, to have been directed by the Maritime Powers, tis viſible 
to the World that France holds it all alone at preſent. And 
ſhall we rank ourſelves among the Quixots who think to wreſt 
it from her, while her N is almoſt univerſal? Look 
round where one will, French Influence riſes in view in one 
pe or other. It takes that of Dread in ſome States, of Love 
in a few, and of Se Interęſt in many; but here among us it 
is a Compoſition of all three. | 3 
7 There are ſome among us, who out of a Dread of the 
Power of France, would be for obſerving an exact Neutrality, 
1 preſent Conteſts; others in reality, and thoſe not a 
few, bear à natural Affection to the French Nation, and have 
no Prejudice to the Mode of French Government: but the Ma- 
Jority of our People are whofly biaſs'd by Self-Intere/t, = 
2 e 
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moſt forceible Tie on Man. By this therefore were we held in in 
Suſpence while France was extending. her Conqueſts to the 
Doors, on a Suppoſition that we ſhould find our Account more 
in her Friendſhip and Protection, as a near Neighbour, than i in 
her Enmity at a Diſtance. ' | | 

France appears no longer, to. theſe, that Monſter of Per- 
fidy, Cruelty, and Ambition which ſhe had been pourtray'd 
with ſo great Induſtry in the Reign of Lewis XIV. But ſhould 
her Ambition exceed our Conception of it, we are pretty ſure 
ſhe has no Views to indulge it at our Expence, becauſe, not 
only that her real Intereſt forbids it but that ſhe is ſure. Prufſie 
ane would oppoſe her. 

us may we hope that our State will n proſerve | its 
Freedom but recover its Trade, be the Event of the approach- 
ing Campaign what it may. Should Victory declare againſt 
France, of which I own there is no great Appearance, the War 
will be prolonged, and while the Engliſh and French are invol- 
ved in its Calamities, we ſhall be at Leiſure to retrieve our 
Commerce; and ſhould Succeſs continue on the Bourbon Side, 
we have the Bucklar of Pruſſia to ſecure us their Pow- 
er, which, however, they never will employ againſt us while it 
will be more their Intereſt to protect and defend us.” 

I have thus choſe, Sir, to gratify your Curioſity from the 
Mouth of a Dutchman rather than my own Pen, leſs ſkilled in 
the Politics of this State, and probably not more ſo in thoſe of 
others. This plain Hollander may appear, on that Side of the 
Water, to be ſingular in ſome of his Notions, and, perhaps, 
too abſtrude and refined in ſome of his Speculations; but on 

this Side, he has the good Fortune to have his Sentiments gene- 
rally adopted by his own Conntrymen. 

The modern Dutchmen differ as widely from their Anceſtors, 

as you tell me the Engliſb do. The Forefathers of the latter, 

before the Cloſe of the laſt Age, were chiefly attentive to the 

Extention of their Trade, the Improvement of their Lands, and 

Propagation of their Faith ; but of late they loſt Sight of theſe 


Objects in the Purſuit of imaginary Dragons and Windmills all 
over the Continent. 


Thoſe of the former, tho' they never Joſt 
View of their Trade, were too much. in love with the Glory of 
Arms, and too ambitious of an Inlargement of Territory. Be- 
ſides, like the modern Engh/h, they Tad too ſtrong an Itch to 


Balance-holdi ng and T reaty-making. 
long boup cured of 


But be aſſured, Sir, that Dutchmen have 


ſuch Frenzies. The preſent Generation of Hollanders hold the 
Politics of their more warlike Anceſtors in equal Contempt with 
thoſe of their inſular Neighbours, And had the Court you re- 


ſide 


(28) 
ſide at, been as attentive to the Variation in the Humours and 
Sentiments of the Dutch as might be expected, E ngland would 
not have relied on her being able to force them into an open 
Breach with France. 


This ſeems, however, to have been the ſole Drift of the Ca- 
binet of L------z from the Beginning of the preſent Conteſts. 


And yet the E------ h Miniftry could never have built on ſo weak 


a Foundation, if they had not neglected making the neceſſary 
Inſpection into the Minds of thoſe whom they deſigned thus to 


impel, if they could not lure them into their Meaſures. 


Is it not evident that Lord Ct, the then ruling Miniſter 
of E-----d, had the Compulſion of the States in view, when he 
could adviſe a Tranſportation of a Body of Troops to Flanders 


without their Concurrence ; with the ſame View was the War 
firſt nurſed up in the Netherlands, hoping that a Fire at their 
Door would rouze Dutchmen from their Lethargy. Whereas, 
had that adventurous Stateſman conſulted the Tempers of thoſe 


whom he thus intended to force into the Meaſures of his Court, 


he would have changed his Syſtem, or reſolved to bear down 


France, by the Strength of his own Country, without the Aid 


of Holland. 


But the Miſtake lay, I preſume, in that Nobleman's Reliance 
on the Influence of the Partizans of the Houſe of O----z, or in 


ſuppoſing the Dutch as fickle and variable as his own Country- 


men. Perhaps too he might have built on the Power of a ſecret 


| Specifick, practiſed, they ſay, of late Years, with great Succeſs 


in a Country where, it ſeems, he even then, had more Power 


than Credit, and more Enemies than Friends. 


We ſee that Experience has teſtified againſt the Politics of the 


Cabinet of L---n. The Dutch were not to be moved any other- 


wiſe than on their own Terms, and in their flow Manner. Yet 
tho” this Singularity of theirs was viſible to the whole Earth, 


has E---d ſtill perſiſted in the ſame miſtaken Meaſures. She 


will ſtill purſue "he War, tho' the Proſpect before her is far 
from being inviting. She purſues it againſt the Grain of the 
Dutch, who probably will be the firſt to leave her to ſhift for 


| herſelf on the firſt ominous Occaſion. And ſhe has puyfued it, 


when ſhe might have put an End to it with Safety onour. 
This laſt Conſideration cannot but dwell on the Minds of all the 
firm Friends of Liberty and Peace, who, ſhould Victory declare 
againſt the Allies, may very naturally and juſtly impure all their 
ſuture Calamities to the miſtaken Politics of E ===þ Stateſmen. 


I have the Honour to be, &c. 


PINTS. 


CHEE 


